Time to work on lake
coastal development

NVEws HeERALS /3¢ Du/C
¢ proactive. You hear it all the time — don’t let
B outside factors determine your success. In these
uncertain financial times, communities must work
this way.
They can’t let worries about the economy or any other
concerns determine their long-term economic growth,
Rather, officials must work a well-developed plan to
ensure their communities prosper and thrive.
This has occurred in Lake County with a 3-year-old
Coastal Development Plan.
And now that the Lake County Port Authority knows its
direction, it’s time to get to work.
The port authority approved a plan about 10 days ago to
request $4 million from the state’s capital fund.
I’s an important first
step that signals the eco-
nomic development Working ahead, then

panel intends to actively following the plan
pursue all avenues to get '

projects started. will help Lake
The group has been ~ County shine

working for just a few brightly

months. '

But, there’s no better
way to take action than a
plan that improves the shoreline.

Lake Erie is our best natural resource, enhancing the
quality of life for all area residents. But it must be more
than simply a few marinas and scattered parks.

The Lake County Coastal Development Commission
crafted an ambitious plan that culminated in 2005 with a
dream to make Lake Erie a destination for Northeast
Ohioans and beyond.

The plan identifies eight projects along the county’s 27-
mile Lake Erie coastline, running from Eastlake to Madi-
son Township.

While it’s always good to dream big, the Port Authority
has opted to focus on four projects: :

m Chagrin River in Eastlake — engineering of harbor
protection or acquisition of identified natural areas

m Mentor Beach Park — shoreline protection and beach
creation

m Perry Township Park — erosion protection, beach
creation and public lake access .

m Madison Township Park — beach enhancement and
public boating facility, '

As each is completed, the region’s economic founda-
tion will be fortified.

Working ahead, then following the plan, will help Lake
County shine brightly, =~ . . - _





































































