


Settled in 1800
On banks for the 
Grand River
County Seat of Lake 
County
Pop. 17,500+
30 Miles east of 
Cleveland
Traditional New 
England Style 
Downtown
Home of Lake Erie 
College



Approximately 1 sq. 
mi.
Central square ringed 
by institutional 
buildings
Historic buildings 
intermingled with 50’s 
and 60’s structures
Urban renewal
No river front access
Combination of 
service, office and 
support commercial



Lake East Hospital decided to move in 
2004
› Largest private employer
› Significant downtown facility occupies 8 

acres
Struggled to find our niche
Economic impact study of hospitals 
departure
Needed a common vision for the future



Guiding principles:
•Create an economically 
viable plan
•Create  key nodes
•Preserve Historic Charm
•Diversify Housing
•Create Pedestrian 
oriented streetscape
•Connect to parks and 
riverfront
•Encourage high quality 
mixed uses
•Organize parking
•Encourage Green 
development
•Enhance the beauty
•Increase tax base

Master Plan
City Architecture 
› Viewed Painesville with new 

eyes
Extensive public 
involvement
Vision for the future 
created
Established manageable 
components for 
implementation 
Walk-able community
Started in 2007 and 
adopted in 2009

















Downtown Painesville Organization
TLCI Streetscape grant
CORF grant for Hospital Demolition
Storefront renovation with CDBG
High School Demolition - Ohio School 
Facility Program



Separate non-profit organization 
established Downtown Businesses with 
assistance of City
Partner in the implementation of the 
plan
Focus on promotion, economic vitality, 
design for the downtown area



Obtain Transportation for Livable 
Community Grant from NOACA  
($75,000)
Analyze the public infrastructure to right 
size for the future
Establish long term design and standards 
for public and private spaces
Create short term implementation 
strategies for immediate impact



Park Place – existing striping configuration Park Place – proposed striping plan



View of Veteran’s Park with new activity zones Existing view of Veteran’s Park at Main Street



Public Property Near-Term Streetscape Enhancements
Richmond / Liberty Streets
-- Restripe the roadway and add an all-way stop at Park Place South
-- Narrow the Liberty Street extension intersection through the restriping
-- Infill excess roadway area at the Park Place North intersection with 

planters
-- Create gateway gardens at the intersections of Erie and High
-- Plant missing street trees adjacent to Congregational Church & City Hall

Liberty Street
Richmond Street







Made difficult decision to redevelop the site
Partnered with Lake Health and acquired 
hospital
Sought a developer that understands the 
urban setting
Developed a concept plan that embodies 
the principle of the Master plan
Applied and obtained Clean Ohio 
Revitalization Funding  (CORF) for 
demolition and abatement







Component of plan to support the small 
existing businesses
Obtained $30,000 CDBG funding 
› Info on program
Number of applicants amount of 
investment leveraged







City School participating in Ohio School 
Facility program
All new schools
Moved High School from the edge of 
downtown
Demolition of building
Opportunity for enhanced interaction 
with Lake Erie College





Regulatory changes
› Zoning Regulations
Promoting Sustainable Planning and 
Design
› Green Communities/LEED-ND
› Market Studies
Phasing of Development 
Promoting  the Neighborhoods with 
developers and the community



Timing is important
Community 
involvement
All entities must be 
pulling in the same 
direction
Do not be afraid to 
take a fresh look at 
your options
Look for non-
traditional sources of 
funding

Need support of 
elected officials at all 
levels
› City Council
› County 

Commissioners
› State Representative

Take small steps
Create a continual 
level of activity so 
people believe
Activity breeds activity




