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Ohio’s Balanced Growth Program

I Chagrin River Watershed Partners, Inc.

I Balanced Growth Program Overview

I Benefits to Local Governments

> State incentives
> Access to State agencies for priority projects

1 Chagrin Watershed Balanced Growth Plan




Chagrin River Watershed Partners

»Formed in 1996 by watershed communities.
Supported by member dues and grants.

» Work directly with 36 cities, villages, counties,
townships, and park districts to minimize flooding and
erosion as communities grow.

»Focus on improving development practices and site
design to reduce long term infrastructure costs.

» Majority of members required to comply with Ohio
EPA’s Phase |l requirements.



What Does CRWP Do?

I Member Services:
» Grants for open space and stormwater management.
> Development plan review and technical testimony.
» Model regulation adoption and implementation.
» Landowner assistance.

I Watershed Initiatives: Activities to support the public health and
safety basis for member planning and zoning.

» Chagrin River Watershed Balanced Growth Plan: Local planning
framework to coordinate decisions about how growth and
conservation can be promoted by State and local policies and
Investments.

> Low Impact Development: Provide guidance on model
regulations, site design assistance, construction of four
demonstration projects.

> Chagrin River Watershed Action Plan: Continue to implement the
Plan and provide revisions as appropriate.

> Dam Removal and Stream Restoration Projects




Ohio Lake Erie Commission
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What i1s Balanced Growth?

Balanced Growth is a strategy to protect and restore
Lake Erie and its watersheds to assure long-term
economic competitiveness and quality of life.

Key Aspects of Balanced Growth

e Minimizes new appropriations and legislation
e Only one legislative recommendation

e Maximizes incentive based initiatives

e Honors Ohio’s Home Rule tradition

e Focuses on ecological protection/restoration



“Growing” Communities
Census Population 1950 — 1,389,582

US Census Population 2002 — 1,393,978

Cuyahoga Co Land Use Maps — Cuyahoga Co Planning Commission



Linking Land Use and Lake Erie

Linking Land Use and Lake Erie:

A Planning Framework for Achieving Balanced T ’ :
Growth in the Ohio Lake Erie Watershed Linking Land Use and I.a.kc Frie:
Best Local Land Use Practices




Balanced Growth Program

1 State’s goal:

> Local planning framework to coordinate decisions about how
State policies and investments promote growth and
conservation.

> Align State activities with local priorities.

1 Desired outcome is that local governments.....

» Designhate conservation and development priorities.
» Communicate these to the State.
» Adopt codes to facilitate development and conservation.

» Coordinate with State as appropriate.



To Support Balanced Growth Program,
State has....

1 Funded planning projects

1 Recommended land use practices

» Comprehensive planning

> Open space acquisition

> Riparian & wetland setbacks
> Erosion & sediment control
> Stormwater management

> Conservation development

1 Developed Incentives
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Components of Chagrin River
Balanced Growth Plan

1 Planning: Incorporate Balanced Growth Concepts and Priority
Conservation and Development Areas into comprehensive
plans.

> Plans updated in Auburn, Aurora, Chardon, Eastlake, Mentor,
Newbury and Willoughby.

1 Review of Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)

1 Recommendation to Update Local Codes as Appropriate:
> Riparian and wetland setbacks
> Erosion and sediment control and Stormwater management
» Conservation development districts
» Compact Development




Participation in Chagrin River
Watershed Balanced Growth Plan

1 Refine PCA and PDA designations

1 Pass a resolution endorsing the PCA and PDA
designations in the Chagrin River Watershed
Balanced Growth Plan.

1 CRWP will continue to work with communities to:

> Incorporate PCA and PDA desighations and balanced
growth planning concepts into land use plans.

» Adopt best local land use practices.



Benefits to CRWP Members

Support for local priorities:

> Planning: Framework for planning/zoning commissions to discuss
conservation and development priorities.

> Zoning: Conservation development, riparian/wetland setbacks,
and other best land use practices linked to balanced growth in the
Lake Erie basin.

State assistance for member priority projects: State

agencies focused on member priorities for development and
conservation.

State incentives: Points on applications to ODNR and Clean Ohio
Fund, better interest rates for loans, and other state funding
programs available to BGl watersheds.




Priority Development

Areas: Highlight areas to...

Incorporate community
development goals

Maximize development
potential

Efficiently use infrastructure

Link to 208 wastewater
infrastructure planning

Link to transportation planning




Priority Development Area Criteria

Watersheds with low or moderate sensitivity to hydrodynamic
changes from development.

Currently developed.

Within 500 feet of major interchange/intersection.
Served/planned to be served by sanitary sewer.
Zoned for high density land use, commercial, or retail.

Impervious cover
» Greater than 20% and zoning indicates future development.
> Greater than 30%

Groundwater pollution potential data shows low potential for
pollution.



Priority Conservation Areas: Areas for open space
protection & conservation development

Fee simple or
conservation
easements

%

Designate areas for
___ conservation development

CASE STUDY




Priority Conservation Area Criteria

Watersheds with high or moderate sensitivity to
hydrodynamic changes from development.

Wetlands and riparian areas.

Current land use is conservation or passive recreation.
Threatened or endangered species present.

Areas with high quality cultural resources.

Steep slopes.

High quality streams (CWH, EWH, State Scenic, brook
trout).

Groundwater pollution potential data shows moderate
to high pollution potential.
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Image - 1 Central City Center Area
This image shows the potential Civic and
Depot Overlay Districts. The intention of
this map is to explore the possible
boundaries for the overlay districts and to
locate the various types of connections
that could link this area to other areas of
the City.

The potential objectives of the overlay
districts are to provide design guidelines
and development standards for future
growth and redevelopment in these areas.
Another potential objective is to research
the opportunities for green building
standards for all new public buildings.
Incentives can be created to encourage
green building for private development.

The schools and library are important
civic institutions that should be located
within the Civic Overlay District and be
connected with trails and sidewalks to the
rest of the City.
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City of Beachwood

City of Warrensville Heights
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Priority Conservation / Development Areas
PCA/PDA

* Priority Conservation Area

Priority Development Area

Willowick
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Communities Passed Resolutions
Endorsing PCAs and PDASs
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Auburn
Aurora
Bentleyville

Chagrin Falls Township
Chagrin Falls Village

City of Chardon
Claridon
Eastlake

Gates Mills
Hunting Valley
Kirtland
Kirtland Hills
Lake County
Mayfield

Y
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Mayfield Heights
Mentor
Munson
Moreland Hills
Newbury
Orange

Pepper Pike
Russell

South Russell
Waite Hill
Wickliffe
Willoughby
Willoughby Hills
Woodmere
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Tools and Strategies to Implement PCASs
and PDAs

1 Comprehensive Planning

1 Zoning Map Districts

1 Open Space Acquisition

1 Conservation Development

I Erosion and Sediment Control

1 Comprehensive Storm Water Management
1 Riparian and Wetland Setbacks

1 Floodplain Codes with Higher Standards
1 Compact Development

1 Parking Codes

1 Hillside/Steep Slope Regulations

1 Farmland Preservation

1 Transfer of Development Rights



Stormwater Management
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Next Steps

Continue work with communities that have not yet
endorsed

Continue work with communities on selecting
appropriate tools and strategies to implement PCAs and
1 DJAYS

Mitigation Banking

> Establish mitigation bank in Chagrin Watershed and link to
PCA/PDA designations.

» Use mitigation strategy to complete preservation and
restoration in PCAs and facilitate development of PDAs.

Incentives
> Explore options for additional incentives

» Assist communities in obtaining funding or assistance to
implement PCAs and PDAs



Plan Implementation

Awarded 319 grant in PCA in Willoughby Hills with
Lake Metroparks

Highlighted PCA and PDA designation in recent
CMAG, WRRSP, 319, and SWIF applications

Seeking additional funding to promote plan
implementation.

Use of PCA/PDA designations in mitigation bank site
ranking.
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| essons & Recommendations

CRWP already had established relationships with
communities.

Most communities had comprehensive plans.
All communities have local zoning.

Revision of maps may occur at:
Staff Level
Open Space/Park Committees
Planning or Zoning Commission
City Council or Board of Trustees

Incorporation of concepts in Comprehensive Plans has
been a valuable tool: Funding was important for some
communities.



| essons & Recommendations

Questions arose regarding the intent of State in
starting this program.

Flexibility of Balanced Growth Program was
critical.

Concern about interaction with local zoning.

Need of flexibility in:
> Revising draft maps
> Adopting maps
» Opportunity to update maps as priorities change
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